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AN ANALYSIS OF TEACHING STRATEGIES .

UTILIZED IN FACILITATING THE'LERNING
PROCESS OF. TECHNICAL NURSING GRAWATES

WHO HAVE WRITTEN THE STATE BOARD
'EXAMINATION FOR LICENSURE

Lois Davis Gibson, M.S.

ABSTRACT r

If one of our goals in education is to influence the

students to think, learn; talk and do something about the

courses and subject matter taught, sometime after our direct

influence over them comes to an end, an evaluation of- their

opinions of the teaching learning process could prove helpful

in improving and revisidig curriculum structure.

objective of this study was to determine the

teaching:-stiiategies utilizsed in_facilitating learning of the

Technical Nursing graduates who wrote the State66ami-exami-
\

nation during the period of DecLber 1972, through September

1973. These graduates were exposed to the sa.6,curmitz,t)

during their experience&in Technica

A review of-tile literature indicates that teaching

effectiveness is a national concern. In order to improve

-,,

educational programs, teachers must become more cognizant-of
- .

.

the processes that hinder the progress of learni and changes

4,
' <,

in approach to 1 ruing. Methods of teaching and evaivati

3
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devkce8 innursiqg influ'ence the level of performance of the

graduates ands may be. seen s the reflection of the State.

ss/

licensureg examinatI result- .
.

The M .used fop the collection of.data was a three

questiona,ie which dealt specifically with questions

. regarding"' five test areas which dbmprise the State Board

examination, teaching strategies and teaching and learningexamination,
(

. characteristidse The respondents opinions were recorded in

numbers and percent. To further determine tbe graduates

responses, an open ended question was asked to determine their

feelings about teaching methods. Additional comments were

elicited for improvements in ther:teaChing learning process.

The findiggs iddicated.thatcOurses in surgery and ob-
.

.stetrics were not generally covered adequately.to-meet State

1
Board requirememts. .:The highest scores were made in medicine,

.

and psychic T
4

y. The highest failure rate was noted in ob-

,stettiids. Most students who failed, failed more than one

I test.

T the dtilizatipn osf teaching strategies; graduates in-

_

dicat d that individualized instruction was used in courses

wher- failing scores were made. 'Reading habits ,was given as

a

. .

r,ason for greatest hindrance in writing State Board

aminatiOns.: fhere-wasgeneral feeling of the graduates that
e ,

,,Insiant 176-edback from teacher,-Madeest would greatly enlica*mCe
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theme teaching learning,proceSs Leariig,experiences should

be more closely correlated with theory.

3

On the basis of the findings in this study, the following

recommendatiOni are made :,

All'potential nursing students be required to take
a test to determine their level of reading.

2. A pre-requisite course be required of those students
who are identified as having a,problem-with reading
comprehension., '

S. Administration and faculty explore the possibilities
of establishing a health core program as- a pre-requisite
to Technical Nursing.

4 An evaluation of the teaching learning process of the
Technical Nui.SIngprogram be undertaken.

S. A follow -up study to determine:. the effectiveness of
teaching and learning theories as indicated bYthe
graduates level of competency on the State Board
Examinatitn. .

A study be undertaken to detere the graduates level
of performance in clinical and heAth-agenci!s.

5
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CHAPTER-

INTRODUCTION

e heart of an educational program is made Lip of the

f the st end. What they do, thinklearning experienc

I.:. About; how they think, what' they---read,,._say and write, what

they feel-tstliese .are the things which det-ermine they

learn.

If one 'of our goals in education into influence the
. ,

student to think about, -learn about, talk about nd do some

thing about our subject matter, sometime after our direc.

-influence- over them comes to an and, how can we say we ha.`ve

been successful,. if

further the subject

ceived?

the, student does,not actively mention any
..

or his apiriion, of the experiences he re

Nursing programs are somewhat restless, faculties in

nursing find themselves a little dissatisfied; teachers have an

uneasy feeling that they could (be doing a litt tsetter ,lo

preparing graduates in nursing to assume their roles

of work* Nursing ,educators express coMMon agreement about

the characteristics of nurses necessary to perform nursing

functions and fulfill their roles. It is also indicated that the

:results of the graduates performance *Cn the, State Board

Examination for licensure attest to their preparation.

1

i

,.
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It can be noted, hoW,ev'er, that not all gradudtes completing

the same basic curriculum in nursing are successful in writing

the State Bodrd Er.a.ininetion, consequently they are not per-
4!,Mitte,d to 'funation a's safe rpract'itioners in the field of nursing.

'Sbrnetinies'',:we knoW how well we are, doing,.
, (:\1/4! 1,

4ow wiivar0' doing

were cioing"Was coT

what we were doing t

but de.

it, If ve knew what we

ributing to su
\

ess,' and if we kn.ew

was 'contributing to failure, we could.

do more .of- one and less of the thel%,

'phis study is undertaken In rcspo to the preceding
4

,

charge In relation to the teaching-learning process facilitated

in the Technical NTUrsing Program at Florida Junior College.

Mager, Robert 'F. Developing Attitude Toward Learning)
(Palo Alto: Fearson Publishers, 1968r,. p. 83.

tr9



<, 'STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM
%le

Ass analysis of the 'teaching stfltegies utilized in

facilitating the learning process of Technical Nursing graduates
t

who wrote the State Board Examination froin December p972

through September 1973.

During this period, seventy-six graduates (-79.6 per cent)

made passing scores. Twenty graduates (20.24. per cent) were

unsuccessful in writing one or more of the five 'tests included

on the State Board Examination. Those graduates who failed

to make a passing score on any one of the five test will not

become licensed until a passing score has been made. Further-

more, they will not be eligible to function as a beginning; practi-

tioner in, nursing. They are permitted to rewrite the test(s)

following intense study three months later.

It can be noted that the unsuccessful graduates completed

the same basic curriculu as those graduates who were success-

ful. All graduates completed nursjig program with the

underStanding that their, expOsureernd-- course of study prepared

them tql, write the , State Board Examination and function safely

as beginning practitioners tyi nursing.

It is the intent of the writer to examine e teac, trig --
/strategies utilized in facilitating the learning procks

purpose of determining, whether alterations in methodology and

theory building in nursing will enhance the students, learning

10
3



,and retention of knowledge; thereby increasing the level of

competency' above and beyond the minimum requirements in.

"dtcated by the State Soard examiners. t

i
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SCOPE 'AND ''LIMITATION

vd..
.., .,

In analyzring the utilization of teaching strategies in the learning

process, the following scope and limita:tions were considered:

1. The sample wa-S---ilefected from graduates who wrote the

State Board Examination during the period of December

1972 nd September 1973. These graduates were selected

because of their exposure to the same curriculum.

2. Only those graduates who are locally employed were

o,
included in the sample. wo.

The teaching and learning- characteristics included on the

questionnaire were selected because in the !opinion of the
1

instructors they constitute the procesSes sed. As a ,

member of the staff, the writer worked with other
. ,

instructors in the evelopment of the instrument.

14.. The graduates res rinses may be based on the successful
.or. unsuccessful sc rep made on one or more of the five

test areas of the State .Board Examination.
.

5. Though he nursing education program deals with knowledge,e,

psychomotor and `affective growth, the writing of tit

State Board is aced upon an,evaluation of knowledge to
...

'
the exclusion of he other two domains. ,
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DEFINITION OF TERMS

In order to assist the reader.in developing a frame of

reference similar to that of the writer, the following

key terms are defined:-

State Board Examination

Minimum Requirement

Medicine

Surgery

Means used to determine mini
oompetency for safe practi
-Examination measuring -accu ula.ted
knowledge and powers of r asoning
as elicited by paper and pe cil
test.
Standard score- of 350 as passing,
set at I-1/2. standard de tions
below the national mean 500
on each of the five-test in the
examination. All five tests must
be passed to become licensed..

o6

Course content dealing with.
nursing care of patients with
disorders requiring. medical treat
ment.

Course content dealing with care
of patients having undergone
surgery.

Pediatrics A Course content dealing with
growth and development ,of the
well child; carrel of the sick child.

Cou se content dealing with the
* car of patients with psycho-

SOC disturbances. .
Ps chiatry

0 stetrics

II

rse content dealing wi
nur int care of the expec ant
mo I ert;, care of thetiew

o.

13
6.



Teaching Stzategies

Learning Process

Beginning Practitioner

Th methods and things th4
acher does to facilitate

learning - an overall)-pl
attack to enhance,

of

Behavioral at are ac-
quired as a of theoretical
and pr al experiences.

110

arries out nursing measures
and delegated techniques skill-
fully under the supervision of
a physician and/or registered
professional nurse.

7
41,



CONCtPTUALIZED SOLUTION

An examination of teaching strategies utilized in facili-

tating learning based upon the learner's views, should result

in an intense effort on the part of the instructors to synthe-

size'learning theories and apply their synthesis to teaching

nursing principles

As a. direct result of improved teaching-learning techniques,.

there will be an increase in the level of competencies and de-

crease in the failure. rate on the State. Board Examination for

nursing licensure.
;

15
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.PRACTICUM DESIGN
%ow

nducting this study,' thf.s.'following'steps were employed:

1. Personal interview ith four recent graduates who

Successfully wrote the Sta. Board Examination to

determine their views of the teachin= earning process.

during their experiences in the Technic sing Program..

2. Personal. interview with r four nursing instructors to

identify the teaching strategies used in thel"rechnical

Nursing- curriculum.

3. Construction, of an instrument utilizing Information ac

quired from personal interviews as a ,guide.

Administration of the instrument to' Technical Nursing

graduates who are locally employed::

9
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CHAPTER II

THEORETICAL, FRAMEWORK,

Review of Literature

Teaching effectiveness, the ability of the educators to

produce knowledgeable students, is of great national concern.

If we are to be more effective, the elements of instruction,

that are prerequisites for facilitation ,and enhancement of the

learning process, must be more specifically determined.. In

order to develop and 'improve educational programs that Will

restat in the desired level of ciompetence-in *students, teachers

must become. more fully ,aware of the processes that are cur-
1rently hindering progress in learning.

.
i

Recently Edith Metz investigated the ,outcomes of' .
1

learning in. relation to the academic objectiv6s, and findings in

dicated that the nature of the learner: may wen be one indidator

of the ultithate, effectivenesS of the teachinglearning process.2

If the primary function of eduCa.tion is to bring about

relevant, learning and the primary te.sk of edudators is learning

management, changes may be imperative. All'atudents do not

4-

1"Metz, Edith A., Carol M.. McCleary, "knoWing The Learner,"
journal, of Ilursini Education.,`, (VRI. 9, Januar11970),. p. 3.

e

Ibid., P.

4

.

1 7

10
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. learn the same way or at the same rates of speed. Mager

defines teaching as "facilitation of learning." He further

. states that instruction is' intended to facilitate*.perforrna.nce.3

Basic to all associate degree. nursing ograrns, is the

responsibility that faculty members assume in helping students

to learn. The ultimate goal of the learning process is re

flected on the State Board Examination. Upori'; successfully

writing the five test area on the State Board. Examinatibn

the graduate is eligible to demonstrate in reality his/her techni

cal competencies by seeking employment as a registered nurse.

This indicates, in part, that the graduate has been prepared

to function safely as a beginning practitioner in nursing.

How do associate degree nursing graduates perform on

the State Board Examinatidn? This question has been the topic

of 'many state and national meetings. Laridels 4. study reports

for the years '1959,66 showed the results of the associate degree

nursing candidates with a ninety to, seventy} -eight per cent

successful rate. ,Decrease of success in associate degree nursing

was more marked than either bacaa.laureate or diploma candidates.

j
.. Rasmussen , Sandra , Technical Nursing, ( t)hiladelphia :.
F .4 'A.,. DaVis Co. . .s 1972) ,- D. 76. . ....ia.

.. .
L..,ande, Syliaia: A National iirvey of Associat Degree

Nitrsing Program s4 1967,. (National League for Nursing Inc.,
New York, 15p9),`p. 105.. . ,

t

0
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Many nursing educators are questioning' the fatality of success

on State Board Examinations.

Nursing educators, however, must be concerned with

changes in approach, method and evaluation devices in nursing

that influence student responses to the educational patterns

offered to them.

An educationpl program must commensurate with the

'intellectual a.nd individual needs of the learner if maximally

effective learning is to take place. Learner needs are fre
quen.tly mentioned. and discussed by educators,, but too frequently-

they are only given lip service, and the concern is not trans

mitted into the learning environMent. If identification of learning

characteristics is td-be undertaken, a means of obtaining in

formation about the student's past experiences should be deve

loped. 5

In order to realize the full potential of each curriculum,

instructional procedures and techniques utilized must be modified
$4v

and adapted to the motivation and abilities of they students.

Tyler 6 has pointed out that community colleges must examine

their teaching methods carefully, rejecting those traditio

methods that are not sepcifically Appropriate and, developing mover

5Metz, Op. Cit., p. 3.
6
fiy er, Ralph W.., "The Teaching Obligation,l, Junior College

Journ XXX (May. 1960) , p.

19



effective approaches.

Structure is, a complex problem reqUiring careful analyses

of the content presented and the per-;fOrmance expected. In

order that each learner. may operate according_ t,o his optimal

learning pattern, flexibility and. planning must be improved.

A variety of strategies must be utilized in' order to accomnao- ,

date a variety of individual learner styles. Instrliction and

evaluation of instruction must be based on individual' achievement.?

It is being said., and demonstrated as well that the student-

far...relationship is not all that it could be. Long ago certain

met ds of reaching students were instituted, many of which

are as effective now as they were centuries ago. Of them all,

the tutorial method probably is the most preferred as a

of interchange between 46etea-Aer and the student. In -the

tutorial method ideas and concepts mAY be developed and brought

to fruition, and it also provides opportunities for drawing stu-

dents out which is a vital fagtor in enabling some of them to.

attain their 'best in achievement.8

If the Program is,-"tts-,kcilitat'acquisition of knowledge

and to provide the student with e eriences that will -produceP

Roi.i:Cae-,---John. E. 4. Madest Pro al:atudents- Can Learn,
(San Francisco, TosseY Hass, Inc., 1972),.p. 39.

Wolford, THelen, G. "Dialogue As A' Method of :leaching,"8

k.lournalof L\117i.rsing Sducation, (14.:3 Avgust 1965),....-p.. 21.

I

2 0
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the type of nurse the profession requires, the program must
CA

be presented in a manner that recognizes the existence of

individual differences and is willing -to adopt to them.

Additional feelings toward the specific elements within

the program and the time allotted for reaching the expected

level of competence also, affects the students ability to learn.

The learner who feels consistently blocked during examinations,

or 'one who reads slowly, may have difficulty in performing at

the level of his capabilities. If differences in expectations

can be identified, adaptations can be made toward developing

a more realistic learning environment.

Making learning meaningful is a matter of selecting the

right content - knowledge reducible to principles - and helping

students see s applicability in situations which they are con-

cerned about. the positive results of meaningfUl learning can

be quite apparent.9

What the student should. Learn -in the laboratory should

coincide as nearly as possible withWhat is taught in nursing

principles. .Assuming that problem solving is an essential
, . .

...., . .

characteristic of the professional nurse, the Darning experience'
.I. 44,

a

is the application of th,e?",pr-oblem solving process. Behairioral.,-

9 -
.

Biggs, Morris Ie.: Learnin'g, Theories For Teachers,
(New 17.6rk: Harper and Rowe RUblishezS7'. ±971)., 240.

21
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objectives are essential to problem solving approach in the

clinical laboratory and are certainly the basis for any sound
10

teaching-learning process.

Education relevant to our time must be sought and the

`highest. quality of learning achieved. Innovation and improve-

ment are essential. Changes in instruction are taking-place,

but change is not an end in itself. Increased and improved

student learning must be the goals to be sought. To this

end as we innovate, we must identify the specific instructional

objectives of any new plan which we introduce and. we must

evaluate its outcomes on the basis of its objectives. 11

`L.

10
McCaffery, Mayo. "What Is The' Student Learning In

The Clinical Laboratory?" Journal of Nursing Education,
17, ,,:11., November 1968) , p. 4.

1.1-Johnson, B. Lamar ed. The Improvement of Junior
College Instruction, (Report of a Conference sponsored by
the UCLA. Junior College Leadership Program, No. 15,

1970);P 95.

22/



,. CHARTER III
,

,Review of Methodology

The .,purpose of this .study is to analyze the teaching

strategies utilized in facilitating the learning process of tech- .

nical nursing graduates at Florida Junior College in Jacksonville,

Florida: The critical period is Deceinber 1972 through. Sepentber

1973,, a period during which the curriculum was the same:

During -this, period,ieventy-six graduates made passing" scores

on. all sections of the State Boatel Examination and twenty

graduates were unsuccessful on one "orv.,tnore of the five sections

of the test.
A qu.estionnaire (See Appendix 1) was administered to .

thirty locally employed graduates of the Technical Ntirsing pro-
,

gram. Graduates who fail to pass the State Board Examination

usually accept employment as nurses aides. Twenty graduates

completed and returned the instrument.

Presentation. of Data

The first issue treated .on the questionnaire was a gross

evaluation by the graduates 'of the extent to which caUrses,

4co \rered appropriate materia l' to meet State Board requirements:

ediOine' andTable 1 shows that twenty-.four respondents r

Psychiatry highest with Elefilatrics third and gerj and Ob.;

stetrics tied for list place.

23,
, 16
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It is interesting to note that Medicine and 'Psychiatry

would -lend them selve -S written, knowledge-based evaluations

more readily than the other courses.

TABLE 1

TECHNICAL NURSING

COURSE MATERIAL ADEQUATELY COVERED
TO MEET STATE BOARD REQUIREMENTS

(N=.24.)

Number Percent
Course Responding Responding

Medicine 17 70,8
Surgery 13 54 a
Psychiatry 17 70.8
Pediatrics 124. 58.3
Obstetrics 13' 54.2

Graduates were asked to indicate the test on which their

highest score was made. As might be expected, Medicine,

Psychiatry, and Pediatrics lead and Surgery and Obstetrics

fared poorest. As .Table 2 indicateps, six students made their,

highest score,on the Medicine test; eight, on the Psychiatry

test; six, on the Pediatrics test; two, on the Obstetrics

test; and one, .on the Surgery test.
.S.
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TABLE 2
w.

STATE BOARD TEST ON WHICH HIGHEST
'SCORE WAS MADE (N=23)

\Test
Number Percent
Responding Responding

.116
Medicine 6 26.1
Surgery 1 e 4.3

Psychiatry 8 34.8

Pediatrics 6 26.1
Obstetrics 2 8.7

Those graduates who were unsuccessful on one or more

tests in the Examination were asked to indicate the State

JEloard test oil which a failing score, was made. Nine respon

dents indicated that they had. failed on one or more of the

tests. This represents a sample group (nine) ) of nearly 50

percent of the graduates who have failed the State Board's

(twenty), during title period under consideration.. As Table 3

indicates, these nine graduates failed seventeen tests. Three.

failed Medicine; three Surgery; four' Psychiatry; two Pediatrics;

and the largest number five, failed 'bstetrics. , It is difficult -1

1

to draw any clear conclusions from the e data-other than

(1) most students who' failed also failed Obstetrics and (2)

would appear that students who failed, failed if than one

test.
'4

25
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,A.BL.E 3
An

STATE BOARD TEST -ON WHICH FAILING
SCORE WAS MADE' ( N=9 )

Test
Number Percent
Failed Failed

Medicine , 3 33.3
Surgery 3 33.3
Psychiatry 4, 44.4
Pediatrics 2 22.2
Obstetrics 5' 55.6

An attempt was made to'secure technical nursing

graduate& views on their, perceptions of teaching strategies

utilized in courses dealin with State Board test(s) on which

they performed best' an , in the Cases '';'1`-graduates who were

unsuccessful in the State Board Examination, per ptions of
N

teaching strategies utilized in courses on

was not made on the Examinatioii.

The graduates were given, these eight teaching

-N
hick a passing' core

A. Lecture
B. Lecture discussion"'
G -: Individualized. Instruction
D. Concept Attainment

g. -Programmeld Instruction
. Problemsolving

G. At.tdiovisual aids
H. Skill, acquisition
I ,, Others (specify)

rategtes:

They were then asked to, in courses dealin with

State BOard Examination on which you performed best, which

of the above strategies were used? Gi4adua1 es responded by

26



checking one or more of the strategies. As indicLted by

Table 14., Lecture-discussion was the most used of the eight

strategies and concept attainment/ was the least used strategy.

, TABLE 4

STRATEGIES UTILIZED IN, COURSES DEALING
WITE-4 TATE'BOARD TEST(S) ON WHICH GRADUASES

RMED BAST

Number Percent
S r....4:ategy Responding,7

,,,-Res ondi.

. Lecture / 8

. Lectu.re-discusion 16 ,--

.- Individualized

ril. Concept attainm, , 5
instruction-, .. 10

E. . Programmed - . I'

instruAtIon 11
F. Problem oliring I 10

G. Audio -vi ual aids 9

H. s*tu ac isition 10

I

Similarity, those graduates who failed toe tate Board

Examination we4'e ,as d In courses dealing 1th. th Mate'
i 1

/Board Exakrnin ion(s) n which ydu did not nh ke a ssing

\ score, which of the .ab ve teaching §tro.tegies wee
.,

sed?

Tabrs 5 indicates that these gradua _ stated in alized
i

\ ,
,

instruction characterized Vile te`a.chi strategy

.

'34.4/
69

43.5
.7

7.8
43.5,
39.1

t=,Y

ost*fel

characterized the. courses. of the tests that they Iled. In

addition., Table 5 shows that the Lecture and Pro rammed.
,.....,_,,,

instruction wee -teaching strategies .0:hat thd, rnajdrity felt .-
/ .

characterized !the courses of the tests that they failed 'Z rp.-

( ,-.'{' .' 7 ,,,,

,

I,
27
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blem solvinK was rated as th

in the courses of the test's

teaching strategy leas !used

TA4 5

STRATEGIES LITILIED IN COURSES DE LING
WITH STATE BOARD TEST(S) ON WHICH A
PASSING SCORE WA NOT MADE (N=9)

they failed.

Strategy

A. tde u.re 5
E.. L re-discusiion .

C. div dual zed

Number
Responding

1

Percent
)iespondingi

551
4444

21

6 66..7 ,
// Concept e...ttainrnent 2 22°2 .21

. Programmed
instruction. , '5

. Problem solving Z 22 2
G. Audio=visual aids /4 44

. Skill aOquisition 3 33.3

Table 6 indic= tes twenty-tree graduates views of teaching-
.

1

ing characte
I ics during their experience in Technical

f

noted that seventy- Height per cent of the i

4

Technical Nursing to be challenging. The
Nurs\ng. It
respondents fotin

4

use of library w.. s indicated by §eventi-three per cent. The

percentage seldo

.thirty-fiv

7heireading blem

who failed one or mor

It can. be further not

respondents Indicated

using the'llibratir was slightly less than the

t who indicated they had.a reading Problem. /
J

V ,

may very, well have aAfected hose graduates
/

th'-State Board Exa:tninatidn'.
i -percent of the

.
,

,

re'. o assignment6

test on

d that eighty-seve

t the primary na

'28
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were reading. /Writing lof papers, ivi al an group projects
1-

' I

were described a few by skventy- 1-1-t percent f t graduatei*
I

,
1Graduates ige le rp.11y felt that the Technical Nursi ex-

amintions were fair. powlever,, fifty-seven percent felt that4 1

1

..." 1

,
instant feedback from the examinations was seldom provided.'

29
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TABLE

s;

, TEACHING ND LEARNING CHARACTERLST
AS VIEWED BY ,

TECHNIC NURSING DUATES (N=2
.

NUmber
I / Responding

CS

3)

Education)in nursing
as

A. Competitive
B. 'Easy
C. Challenging

I

laterperdO1.1a1 relationship witn
Technical Nursing instructors

best decribed

/, 1

comAprtifbio
B. Indi\efekent

---
/ C. Anxiu

./

Use f library for research
,

.

cr

A. Frequently
B, Seldom

/ C, Never

es4 reading sk"11 s

Slow
B. Adequat 4
C. Fast /

Utilization of p oblem-s ving'

23

Percent
'

esliondina

7

3 13,0
2 8.7

18 78.3
"0/

process best described as

A. j F quently;
B pos. Seldom

C. Never

t

.30

73.9
r,

17.4 '11

73.9
21.7

4.4

348
52.2
13.0'

/
/

tl
82:05*

0;0/



A

:

TABLE °6

(continued)

VI

Use of concept learnintein Technica

Nursing. was.

A. Frequently
B. Seldom
C. Never

..Noresponse

'Audio-4viSual aids were used in
Teelnical Nursing

23a

INumber , Percent'

,Rds bndina Responding

18

14 60.9
34.8
0.0 ,

A.. Frequently . 78.3

B. Seldom .
5 2I.7

C. Ne'ver
.

Primary nature of assi ments.were :

A.. Reding ,/ib

'B. Individual nd group projects / 2 84.7

C. Testing on p.assrOom materials, 1 V 4,3

Requiredterm papers, individual and
group projects, best described as

A. Mang
4. Few

,C e, None

Attitude toward Te hnica w /stursi4g

Iexaminations were

A. Threatened
B. ocked,

/C. ositive
1, 1 :- ./
r* I

xaminat onsrin'Technical Nursing'

general were

A. Objective
B. Essay,,,.

\g.. Both

- Length Of examinations

A. 2 hours

'41

'5

18
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TABLE 6'

(continued)

te

. 1 hour

2 hOur
np response

Instant feedback from examinations
supplied

A. A ways
B. S ldom
C. N ver

23b

Numbei7

Respoilidingi

Percent
Responding

14 60.9

5 21.7
1 4.4

8 34.8
13 56.5
*, 2

V/.



/1

Table' 7 reveals the reponses of twenty-four graduate&

attitude toward teaching and learning characteristids in pre-

paration for the State Board Examination. Fifty-four percent

felt that the level of difficulty of the State Board, Examination

was equal to their preparation. Sixteen percent dfisagreed

with their level of preparation. It might be stated that those

persons failing the Board would tend to disagree. It is in-

teresting to note that sixty-six percent would strongly .agree-.-

to agree that subject mattr was com rable to the questions

on the State Board Examination.

that the pace in covering the ma

Forty -gie percent of the gradua

ty-five percent felt

erial, tin class was too raid.

es did not ,feel that instructors

v adeq ately summarized e major points, ecti.4es or dis-

cussions. Forty-one pe lent of the rgspon nts questioried the
\\

acc parrying "clinical ,Ia.bcr exp rience it* 43.bject matter.
/,It ouAd appear t$at they nOt feel that th amoUnt of

1
,

li ic4 ,laboratoriPracticej fficient.

33
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In response to the question "If you could decide the
tA

teaching methods that yiptlar, instructors use, 'describe those
4

1,`to

methods that would help Itou learn better." Seventeen graduates

responded. Additional comments were also made.

(See Appendix 2)
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CHAPTER IV

SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS AND
RECOMMENDATIONS S ,

1

The pur ose of this study was to analyze the teaching

strategies utilized in facilitati-ng the leaSning process. of
,

Technical Nursing graduites from Florida, Junior College at

Jacksonville.

If one of our goals in education is to influenCe the stu-

dent to think, learn, talk and do. something abOU-t the courses.1

and subject matter ;taught, sometime after our direct influence

over them comes to an end, an evaluation of their Opinions of the

teaphing learning Process coud prove zelpful in improving and

I- ,

: .

revising currictilum structure \
\ '

*/ i

' / .:-

Nursing instructors a ig-. mewhat restless.'0,nd often naVe-,

po/\,9 ibily ,the feeling-that they, co lter t :strategies with

the intention of rcre e. ng their co petentie§ in preparing .

graduates to successfully write the State Hoard Examination.

The examination is one of the primary objectives in determining

the graduates eligibility, to function ak, a safe practitioner in,

i
. nursing. ,

I
. . ,

A /review of the, literature indicates that teaching effecti-
,..

/

*veness, is a national oncern. In order to improve educational,.

prograrcs,teachers,

cease

ust become more cognizant , of he pro-
.

that hinder the .progress of learning.ana chafiges in

31



approach to learning. Methods of teaching and evaluation devices

in nursing influence the level of performance of the graduates

and may be seen in the reflection of the State licensure ex

amination results.

The primary objective of this study was to determine the

teaching strategies utilized in facilitating- learning of the Technical

Nursing\zraduates who wrote :the State Board Examinatir

during the pri d of December 1972 -through September 1973.

These graduates were exposed. to the same curriculum during

their experience in Technical Nursing.

The method used for the collection of-, wet a three

part questionnaire which dealt specifically with questions regarding

five test areas which comprise the State Board Examination,
(

teaching strategies and teaching and learning characteristics.

The respondents opinions, were recorded in numbers and per-Cent.

To fuether determine the graduates an open end&d

question was !asked to determine their feelings ab9lxt teaching

method . Additional comments were elicited fOr improvements

in the eaching learning process.
! i

, 1

. '\
CONCLUSIONS

The following' conclusions were drawn b sed on the findings

from the analysis:

A. Regarding State Board Examination

1. The cores in Surgery and Obstetrics were
not generally covered. adequately to meet the
State E3oard requirements,

38



01/

f

2. The highest .soores rrtade on the State Board
Examination were noted in Medicine and Psychiatry.

les

3. The highest failure rate for State Board Examination
was Obstetris.

4. Most students who failed, failed more than one
test.

B. Rega.rding Teaching Strategies utilized in courses dealing

with State Board tests

1. Concept attainment was the least strategy used

in courses dealing with high scores made by graduates
on the State Board.

2. Individualized Instruction was used most in courses
dealing with failing scores made by graduates on the
`State Board.!

)

C. Regarding Teaching and Learning Characteristics

1. Considei-ation should be given to students who

read slowly. ,The effects of their reading habits
/are detrimental to their scores on State Board 1\

Examinatiori, which is a timed Examination. ii

2. Utilization of more teaching strategies in the
Surgical and Obstetrical courses is a. necessity-

Learning experiences should correlate more closely
with theory taught.

Instructors should summarizez,irnportant viewpoints

in the leCture-discussion as. indicated by the course
Objectives. / .

1
. /

5 - Consideration should be/ given to. the time' limits,,,.,

students are expected to complete assignments. '.

6. instant feedback from course examinations is
highly 'desira:6Ie and should be practiced by all
instructors.

39
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REgOMME'NDATIONS

On the basis of the findings in this study, the following

recommendations are made:

1. All pote tial nursin students be required to take a.

test to der rrnine thei level of reacting.

2. A prerequisite c rse be rewired of those students'

who are identified as Ikaving a p blerni with reading

cornprehensia.

3. Administration and ?acuity explere the possibilities clof

establishing a .health eor program as a- prerequisite to

Technic Nursing.

4. An evalUation of the' teach

Teichnical, Nursing, be
;

. ,

, I.

5.. A follow p stu

teaching and' le

graduate,

Examination.
/41/

learning procsa the

en.

determin ithei effectiv ness of
1 , ,'

ng theories, /as irl.dicited br the
,1 /

,v:competency ; on 'the S at )3 ird
,

;1;i

1 )/'

. 1
1

1 ' i

1

A study be undertaken- to cleterminft duatesjeyel
1 \ ''l 1,

of performance in clinical. 'aril health gen.cisisi. ' '

'4b
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APPENDIX 2

Ihdividual comments (paraphrased) describing the kind of

instruction method teachers should use to help the respondents

learn better.

Lecture-discussion (8)
Clinical experience correlated with lectures (3)

Individualized instruction (2)

Problem-solving approach (2) ,,or

Programmed instruction (2)

Use of lecture, less textbook emphasis (2)

Sate Board oriented questions on test

Idividual tutoring for weak student's

Concept attainment
Question and answer participation
Utilization of guest ,speakers
Use of hypothetical-situations with deMonstrations

Emphasize strong points in discussion

Additional comments (paraphrased) made by respondents.

More experience to correlate wVAI theory. (7)

Technical Nursing student shoad take reading comprehension

prior to enteance. (3)

Technical Nursing courses were adequate. (3)

Weakness in the program is clinical practice to include team

leadership. (2)
Please review essent4a1 material required in reading assignmentt4

Individualized instruction is great but the students need

guidance and directions.
Group discussions would be helpful.

Reading is a real problem. The timing on State Board examination

is frustrating.. Perhaps more rigid timing' of tests in nursing

might help.
Instructors should spend more time with weaker students.

Students should be exposed more to independent nursing

functions ;'i.e., what can you do initiallyCin clinical

situations?
Surgical test on State Board is Very involved.

Instructors are very helpful. 6

The_State Board examination is a reflection of our expoqure

ti Technical NUrsincr.
1-w-as-isati-sf-i-ed-witliLchnical Nursing program. All teaclAng

strategies werwsed.
VERSITY OF CALIF.

LOS 'ANGELES

AUG 9 0 1976
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